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CLUB RIDES:


Stourport, Evesham, Ross-on-Wye, Trumpet and Winchcombe have all been graced by the visits of Sevale riders in recent weeks. The rides to Evesham and Ross did not arrive at ‘elevenses’ until 12.30pm or so, which is a little beyond the time when my digestive tract starts indicating that fresh deliveries would be welcome. Still, it has been very pleasant, in the last couple of weeks, not be riding through floodwater up to the bottom bracket, which happened  on one or two occasions  in February and March. One day, midweek in early March, I rode out through Earls Croome to Defford, Pershore, Beckford etc, and at 10 different places had to negotiate flood water which stretched  from verge to verge, and in some cases for 30 yards along the road. It had also been a relief, recently, not to have to wash the whole bike every time I come back from a ride.  It has been very good to see John Baker out again on his bike. On the ride to Winchcombe there were 10 of us, something of a recent record, and had three of our regulars been present we would have had 13 people out, which would be a record attendance since I started riding with the Club. The rides continue, as ever, from Barnards Green Bus Shelter, at 9am every Sunday.


Saturday rides are still being held at 2pm every other Saturday. Numbers fluctuate from 1 to 6 riders, taking a more leisurely pace round the lanes of Worcestershire.
NEW MEMBERS:



We welcome to the Club new members, Andy Sims, Alan Taylor and Matthew Thompson, and hope to see them regularly at Club events.

CLUB OPEN – SATURDAY 24TH MARCH


The event attracted an entry of 74 riders, almost identical to the same event last year.  The leaders were all very close together with 15 seconds covering the first 5.  The winner, William Moore of Wyre Forest CRC, recorded a personal best (in the last 3 years) by 35 seconds, which explains why Mike Amery was caught by him.  I do not know, but I doubt there were any other personal best rides on the day with a chill headwind finish.


The full result may be found on the club website and on the CTT website.

My thanks to all marshals and helpers, and to Mike Amery for running the kitchen which would have been simply too much for me.  Thank you also to those who stayed after their ride to help in the kitchen and to help tidy up after the event.








Graham Coulson

INFORMATION FOR RIDERS IN ALL OPEN TIME TRIALS


The CTT entry form has been updated for 2007.  The date in the lower right hand corner of your forms must be January 2007.  An event organiser should not accept entries on out of date forms, so to keep yourself absolutely correct I suggest you download the new form from the CTT website.


I have checked the form, and the only difference I can see is in the last sentence of declaration at the bottom.  The old form (January 2004) said “I understand the event is held on the public highway….”  The new form says “I understand the event is held wholly or in part on public or private property or the public highway….”


I guess part of the change may be because the headquarters is part of the event, and that is of course not part of the highway.  Sad times we live in.








Graham Coulson

This was the first open event I had ridden for 17 years; in fact I think it was the first open 10 I have ever ridden. Graham upheld the high standard of organisation which Mike Amery always set when he ran these events, and deserves  the thanks of all members of the Club for the effort which he put in to make things run smoothly. We should also thank Mike for all his past efforts. Having organised open events in the dim and distant past I know what a thankless and frustrating business it can be.







   Bill Douglas

SEVALE TRIO’S  BUSY WEEKEND

Sevale members Brian Mellor, Sean O’Toole and Mike Amery were in action in the Sevale Open 10 on Saturday 24 March and the LVRC Pinvin Road Race the following day, but narrowly avoided missing their starts on both days!


At the Open 10, Mike was off No.1, but rolled up to the timekeeper with only 10 seconds to go (some would call this a perfect warm-up).  He then overlooked the clock change and was still in bed when Sean arrived to give him a lift to the Road Race, resulting in them both arriving in Pinvin 10 minutes before their race was due to start!  They managed to be ready in time, but due to somewhat chaotic starting arrangements (a course change, and start time brought forward), Brian was still heading back to the HQ from his leisurely warm-up when the bunch rolled out.  


However, they were all ready when the race started in earnest, legs a little tired still from Saturday’s Time Trial effort.  Brian and Mike finished in the bunch, after taking a few turns at the front to try and chase down a strong breakaway group.  Sean was baulked by a rider who punctured, and lost contact with the bunch towards the end of the 40 mile race.








Mike Amery

VC SEVALE ROAD RACES – 27TH MAY








Mike Amery is organising this event on the 27th May this year. He is going to need a lot of helpers on the day in the way of marshals etc. He estimates a total of 18 in all.. Unfortunately I will not be able to help out as I shall be cycle-touring in France. Bob Blinston will also be unavailable at this time, so do not just leave it to the ‘usual suspects’ to help out. (See Club Evening Events below) This event will raise the profile cycling and of the Club in the area, and deserves your support.


If you can help in any way please contact Mike direct on 01684 310168
ELGAR HILL CLIMB – JUNE 2ND






As you may know there was a hill climb on Church Street last year and this year there will hopefully be another. It is part of the Elgar Festival event and is put on by members of the local community for the enjoyment of everyone. I would be interested to hear from anyone one who would like to help out in some way, time keeping, marshalling, pushing off etc, or indeed racing……. 


 I will put an ad in Cycling Weekly before the event and try and promote it as much as possible whenever I can. Hopefully we as a club can have a big presence at the event and as has been suggested a stall of some sort  Last year the event had sponsorship from local businesses including the mighty Argos who gave a telly as a prize! The date of this year’s event is June 2nd. 

Any volunteers etc contact me on 01684 568252 or email steve@melsteve.fsnet.co.uk
Thanks very much , 





Steve Price. 

CLUB EVENING EVENTS:




     The first two Thursday evening events have already taken place as I write, with very good entries. Unfortunately the level of support for Bob Blinston, our indefatigable timekeeper and organiser of these events, has so far been very thin on the ground. Without Henry  and  Scotford these first two events might have had to be cancelled on the night, which would have been a very poor advertisement for VC Sevale. With our active membership currently increasing slightly we should be able to offer Bob and the other stalwarts more help on the night than they have so far received. For instance, on the second of these 5.5. mile events, which I rode, there was no marshal at the Rhydd turn, where at times we have had two. VC Sevale’s  original raison d’etre was as a club that would promote competitive cycling, but in order to continue as such it needs regular support from those of you who do not compete at the moment. PLEASE, if you are not riding , consider turning out to help Bob run these events. Thankyou.









Bill Douglas

It’s not all blue sea and sunshine

Cycling in Kefalonia has many attractions but there is one major drawback – dogs!!

Greeks usually keep dogs for a purpose and not very often just as pets. They are usually tied up to protect chickens, but many are left to roam, supposedly to look after goats or sheep. However, their main occupation is to chase cars and if they are lucky enough, the occasional and infrequent passing cyclist.I have spent much time in considering how best to deal with this potential menace. Their tactics are usually to hurl themselves at high velocity at moving objects on the road. They seem to be aware that vehicles are a hard target and they attempt to keep pace, while barking furiously, until finally running out of steam after about 50 metres. 


A person foolish enough to cycle past is at a distinct disadvantage in terms of short range speed, and special tactics need to be adopted. I have considered giving them a kick while shouting obscenities, but this is definitely seen as an invitation to take a chunk out of the offered leg. This method also means the rider has to re-attach themselves to the pedals and pedal away from the aggressor.The method I have used with great success, requires a good deal of courage and good timing. As the animal is making its  high speed approach, the idea is to hold back, rather than pedal furiously. When it is about 5 metres away, look straight ahead and press down hard with everything you have got. At its  velocity of travel, the dog cannot make an immediate alteration in direction  and ends up going straight past. It then has to reduce speed to almost a standstill to turn and start accelerating again. By this time I am 20 metres down the road and travelling at 20 mph. Most dogs manage to regain their full speed quite quickly, so this is not a time to relax. The gap can be kept if maximum effort is maintained and after 50 metres they will start to slow, before deciding that there might be an easier target.

This method has been very successful so far but I must admit that an uphill encounter could be a disaster. 


Many of my confrontations have been with a particularly large and vicious dog, but he made one vehicle attack too many recently and I noticed him lying dead at the side of the road. I cannot say that I was saddened to see his demise!

Roger Steven

On a fully-laden touring bike, with  four panniers and a tent, pedalling ‘furiously’ away from anything is not an option. Thankfully I have not met with any dog on the road on the Continent larger than a Jack Russell, although in Italy I often heard dogs , which sounded as big as small ponies,  hurling themselves frantically against solid metal or wooden garden gates as I cycled past. From the tenor of their barking and the violence of their attack on the gates they were intent on eating me, if only they could get out. I suspect they are kept deliberately hungry for just this purpose, and any burglar foolish enough to enter such a dog’s territory would need to be wearing a full suit of armour to protect himself. Once, in the French Pyrenees, I did see a large farm dog attacking a cow while the farmer stood by, apparently unconcerned.  In fact cows and horses are as common on roads in the Pyrenees as sheep are on some of the roads around Malvern.









Bill Douglas (Ed.)
                                           25 YEAR CELEBRATIONS 
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A reminder that in September 2007  VC Sevale (Malvern) will have been in existence for 25 years, and that the Club is planning to celebrate the occasion. At present it is proposed that the celebrations should be over the weekend which includes the second of our Open 10s. On the Sunday we are planning a treasure hunt with ‘fabulous prizes’. We want to contact as many as possible of our past members to invite them to join us, so if you have an address (actual or email) or telephone number for anyone who was in the club in the past, please contact me on 01684 573831 so that we can extend an invitation to them to join us. DO IT NOW – time is passing and September will be here sooner than we want to believe. 

Meanwhile here are one or two ‘Blasts from the Past’.

Saturday 18th September 1982
 -
Inaugural meeting  at Malvern Youth Hostel.


40 people attended the meeting at which a unanimous vote was passed to set up a cycling club for the area to be named ‘VELO CLUB SEVALE (MALVERN)’ Of the initial committee that was elected only Trish Gorton, Eric’s wife, is still a member. Club colours were adopted. There was an initial application fee of £2 to join the Club, with full members paying £5 per annum.

In 1983 the first of the Reliability Rides were planned at 70 and 40 miles. ‘Doc’ (Ray) Kinsey was a very active member at this time. I remember him from the fifties and sixties when I was a member of Worcester St Johns C.C. Doc got his nickname because he shared a surname with the American, Doctor Kinsey, who brought out his controversial report on sexual behaviour in America. How times change! Now he would have trouble finding a publisher because no-one would think his revelations were telling them anything they did not already know.

For a time VC Sevale had a club captain, an office which Eric Gorton held for a while, but the role was discontinued after a few years. Social events seem to have been important in the early years. e.g. there was a skittles match against Worcester Police, which is recorded in the Minutes of one committee meeting..

In 1983 it was agreed ‘in principle’ that the Club BBAR should be over 25, 50 and 100 miles for seniors. When I was in St Johns it was over 50 and  100 miles and  12 hours, which made it a real commitment compared to our current competition over much shorter distances.


Club Runs in the early years seem to have attracted an average of around 10 riders, with the goups sometimes splitting into two at the half-way point. 

PAST RESULTS:



1984?

   ?
10 miles

Trish

27.57








 Eric

25.05



25.04.85

K47M
10

Henry Walker
27.00







John Baker           22.47 (fastest)


18.08.85

Marsh common 25
John Baker
59.58  (fastest))







Eric
            1.05.45



29.08.85

Chance Lane 10

Bob Blinston
29.01








Eric

25.14


Just a few times from currently active members of the club. Apologies to anyone who has been omitted.







Bill Douglas        bill.douglas3@btinternet.com 
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