
The Spokesperson

[image: image1.png]


Volume 8,  Issue 4                             VC SEVALE                                      August  2007 
VC Sevale
25th Anniversary Celebrations

Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd
September

Twenty-five years ago this year Velo Club Sevale (Malvern) was founded at Malvern Youth Hostel. To celebrate our Silver Jubilee we are organising three events over the weekend of 22nd/23rd September.
Saturday 22nd September
VC Sevale Open ‘10’ 
on the Severn Stoke course

@ 2pm

If you are not riding, but are able to help, Graham Coulson the event organiser, would be glad to hear from you. He will need marshals and several people to help at event headquarters with refreshments and other duties. (See below)
QUALITY CAKES

A few weeks ago I was chatting to cyclists from outside the area, some of whom I just know in passing.  A universal comment was “one thing I like about Sevale open events is that they have such very good cakes”.

So, congratulations everybody in that you leave such an overriding memory.  Having told you how good you are now is the time to come and prove it again.  This is a plea for members to donate cakes for the open 10 to be held on the 22nd September.  The club’s reputation is in your hands!

Graham Coulson

graham_coulson@msn.com 
Saturday 22nd September 

Club Reunion
The Bluebell
Ryall
7.30pm

Free drinks and sandwiches to all past and present

members and their families

Details Bob Blinston 01684 575267 robert@ablinston.freeserve.co.uk
Sunday 23rd September

Tourist Trial

Start – Revill’s Café , Defford 10am GR 910426

There will be 2 routes: 35 – 40 miles for the fittest and about 20 miles for families, the less fit or ‘lapsed’ riders.
You will need OS map Landranger 150 and a pen or pencil. Unlike the Reliability Rides this is meant to be a relaxed event. As well the actual riding and route finding there will also be a cycling based quiz. The idea is to score as many points as possible and ‘Points mean Prizes’
Details from Bill Douglas – 01684 573831 – bill.douglas3@btinternet.com 
 ___________________________________________________________________
Sunday Rides


    The last three Sunday rides from  Barnards Green have attracted only three riders, no doubt due to some extent to holidays in Mexico, new babies (CONGRATULATIONS YVONNE & BRIAN!!!), Steve’s ‘cat’astrophic collision with a moggie and the attractions of other events in Wales. Eric will no doubt soon be circulating the Autumn Rides List so, if you have not been out with us for a while get the bike out and join us at Barnards Green ‘Bus Stop at 9am.
My First Proper Bike


Not that straightforward really as my first proper proper bike was a 1950’s sports frame with an assortment of scrounged and saved up for bits that most of us would have turned our noses up at now, but I digress. 


The first bike on which I did any serious riding  and also school commuting, was a yellow Raleigh Chopper Mk 1. Not a proper machine in the true sense of the phrase found in the book of definitions that probably exists in a vault at CTC Headquarters but I did many miles on that old banana seated death trap, it was also the bike that made me think about competing and actually beating my peers on as, up until that point my brothers and mates had 26 inch wheelers, with three speed gears, while my bikes were 24 inchers with single gears. 


The Chopper was heavy and dangerous in the Fire Station Yard Criteriums we took part in, but it was fun, and I was able to hang on to my stepbrother Julian’s wheel more often than not. 


The clincher came one Sunday afternoon riding back to Redditch from a trip to Hanbury or some other nearby destination frequented by our junior cycle club. We started racing when we were about 2 miles from home and, after a brief battle, I blew Julian and the others off my wheel and by the time I got back to our house they were way back. “Hey!”  I thought,  “I have beaten someone at some thing” …..the first [and almost last] time I had done so. 


That was when I was about 12 years old and I carried on riding that bike until I left school when I got another bike. It wasn’t entirely a joyful relationship, twice the frame broke at the chainstays due mostly giving ‘backies’ to mates or jumping off ramps, well you know the sort of things these bikes went through. I also had some bad crashes on it;  the worst was coming down Worcester Road when the forks, which had been without stem bolt for some time, decided turn 90 degrees to the direction I had been travelling in at approx 25 mph. The resulting purler was spectacular I am sure, but I had a big chunk of elbow missing and was further upset by a passing police car which slowed down, the occupants staring at my distraught form and then driving off laughing…[ I have since had coppers pick me up off the road, so they are collectively forgiven]. Shortly after this I borrowed Julian’s bike for a ride into Worcester. 


This brings me on to my first proper bike, more of which later, if the Editor has space and the inclination to include my ramblings in the wonderful Spokesperson.











 Steve Price.

After that final bit of praise, Steve, you can ramble on again, any time. And we hope that you will soon be half-wheeling us all again, Most of you will know that Steve came another ‘purr’ler when he collided with a representative of the feline community. He nearly had kittens; it certainly gave him ‘paws’ for thought.  (Ed.) 

Cycling Brain Teaser




What do a double chainwheel, a Westcountry man’s lunch, an animated TV character and an unguarded or damaging comment, have in common?
Wanted – Copy



Have you a cycling related story or experience to relate? I am always looking for articles to include in the Spokesperson, such as Steve’s above. Why not tell us about your first ‘proper’ bike, or perhaps your best ever performance in competition. How old were you when you rode for a hundred miles for the first time (it doesn’t have to be in a time-trial) and what was it like? What about your first cycle tour. Don’t be shy; share your cycling experiences with us. 
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