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VC SEVALE OPEN 10 MILE TIMETRIAL

SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER @ 2 PM


As you will see from the following article by Graham Coulson he is keen to obtain commitment from members to help with the event as soon as possible. If you can help on the day, in any capacity, let him know as soon as you can. His telephone number is 01684 891822.  Having myself organised open events in the past I know how concerning it is to have to chase round for help at the last minute.    Bill Douglas 
Sevale Open TTs – Do you want them?

This is a question to be considered for the AGM.  It is not a motion or anything formal, simply a question. The table below shows the number of marshals and helpers needed.

	Position
	Minimum
	Preference

	Start – Time Keeper’s Assistant doubles as pusher off.
	one
	

	Kinnersley Lane/A38
	one
	Two, one to watch for riders, one to watch traffic

	Turn
	one
	More

	Finish – Time Keeper’s Assistant
	one
	

	
	
	

	Others
	
	

	Galley slaves in the kitchen
	
	

	Help with result board
	
	Prefer help because there is a lot to do.  I have automated much on PC but it still takes time and thought.


You can see that a minimum of 4 officials/marshals are required to run the event.  These are required by the CTT and the police in that the marshalling positions are identified on police forms and police acknowledgment is subject to marshals and signs as identified on that form.


In March I did not have the minimum coverage only 5 days before the event and I considered cancelling it.  On the day there were more than enough people due to phoning people and some others showing up (I am sure that at least one will not do it again because of the poor weather).  However, I am not of a disposition that can cope with hoping there will be enough on the day; I need to have the positions covered in plenty of time.  Requests in Spokesperson and by blanket email don’t work, and I am not happy having to phone people, partly because I have very few phone numbers.


The question is – “does the club want to organise open events?”  In March, only 3 riders entered the event.  I agree that our members should be running the event in preference to riding it because the event is being run as a service to other clubs.  However, many members do not seem keen to turn out to help.  We need a minimum of 4 but preferably 6-7 people prepared to volunteer at least a week before the event.  This also relies on finished riders and returned marshals helping with kitchen and cleaning.  In a club of only 30 people, that is a large percentage.









Graham Coulson

SUNDAY CLUB RUNS

 
These continue as ever from Barnards Green ‘Bus Shelter, where we meet at 9 am. Turnout has been low for the last few months, sometimes only 2 or 3 riders. Another wet summer has perhaps discouraged one or two people, but stalwarts like Steve Price and Eric Gorton ride nearly every week. I have missed quite a few Sundays due to extended holidays and competing in open time trials. It has been great to see that Henry Walker, only a few months after his triple bypass operation, is able to join us again. With the end of the time-trial and road racing season we should get a few more members out more regularly, although ‘mudlarks’ Sean and Steve will no doubt be distracted from time-to-time by the doubtful pleasures of cyclo-cross. I always think that if the Creator had meant us to run across muddy fields with 10 kilos of metal around our necks he would have designed us like that in the first place. 


Recent destinations have included , How Caple, Monkton, Dunnington and Ross-on-Wye. On the Ross ride we were forced to deviate at two points from Eric’s planned route. Eric is always keen to ‘give it a go’ when he comes to flooded roads, but even he thought better of trying to force his way through the ‘lake’ at the bottom of the dip near Hole-in-the-Wall. When one cannot see the end of a flood as it disappears around a corner it is always a good policy to let discretion get the better part of valour.                     

If you think that this is a very ‘thin’ edition of the Spokesperson, the remedy is in your hands. As editor I rely on receiving material from other members, but this month only Graham has sent me any copy. I can only work with what I get. I am sure there are a number of you who have interesting accounts of cycling-related experiences about which you could write a couple of hundred words or so. If so let me have them before the next issue.

 Standards for Medal Awards

The last issue of the Spokesperson contained a table showing the new revised tables for the award of Club medals formulated by Mike Amery. Last year we agreed that riders applying for awards could choose which set of standards they wanted to use to apply for medal awards. They would, however, only be eligible for medals or awards under one set of standards. I should have made this clear in the last issue. Apologies are due for any confusion this omission caused.

There are a number of vets who may well be eligible for medals at 10 or 25 miles, but who have not considered applying for them. Please let me have your application forms as soon as possible, and no later than 30th November 2008. If you need an application form I can let you have one. Contact me on 01684 573831 or at  william.w.j.douglas@btinternet.com 
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Echelon Cycles are here to cater for all of your cycling needs. We stock a range of bikes and can custom build you one from as little as £499. We offer a full array of accessories as well as a huge selection of clothing and nutritional products. Echelon has demo products such as saddles and wheel sets for you to try before you buy. The shop has a fully equipped workshop to carry out all service and repair work. We can advise on training and nutrition as well as offering a position analysis service.

For further information go on line to www.echelon-cycles.co.uk or simply pop in to the shop! We look forward to seeing you soon!
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